
Minutes of Docent Meeting   
May 10,  
2017.04.12 
 
Business 

1. Luanne Kanzawa and Marisa Rodriquez 
Ms Kanazawa, the Executive Director and Ms Rodriquez, Operations Assistant 
spoke briefly to thank us and remind us to go through a staff member if there is a 
problem or we want to contact another agency. 

2. Frederic shared his news about Joan’s trip to Japan and that she had met with 
Risako Iami who had been an intern at the JFG 

3. We will be getting a new bonsai of a redwood forest. 
4. There is a Buddha statue in the lower garden, still crated.  More will be revealed. 
5. Keep Fred in all the loops!!!!  
 

 
Round Table 
Sandra 

• Shared information her tour. 
Ellen 

• Asked for clarification about the paulownia tree carving on the gate and the story 
about planting a tree at a daughter’s birth and using it as a hope chest 

o The story is unlikely 
o Paulownia is on the seal of the Japanese Government not the Empress 

• Taught us how to use the Kami shibai 
o It is a story card theater and there are 5 or 6 stories available 

Marjory 
• Talked about the relationship of Japanese design and that of Frank Lloyd Wright, 

particularly with regard to the rain chains. 
• Commented on how much we all enjoyed the Saki Talk. 
• Described the exhibit about Internment Camps at The San Francisco Presidio 

Carol 
• She and Corrie Smith did the wedding tours.  We should be sure to let guests 

know where the food and wine are and encourage them to leave the pavilion. 
• While trimming the mock orange trees near the bench with all the donors’ names 

she and a gardener found a small lantern, “Hide and reveal”. It has the old style 
convex roof. 

Yoko  
• Shared that the paulownia is sometimes used to make cases for Kimono  
• The Chrysanthemum is the crest for the royal family, the paulownia tree is for the 

government. 
 



Emiko Scudder 
• There are two new exhibits: 
• Ethan Snow / Syncretism: The Exhibit Hall May 12 – July 12 
• Aja Project / Reflect + Unfold:  The Inamori Pavillion  May 4 – July 23 

 
Rhonda 

• Asked if we have a historian – Apparently not 
• The Toko no ma in the Exhibit Hall isn’t really a Toko no ma 

o A real one is in a room of mats and the guest of honor is seated with her 
back to it 

o The Toko Bashara should be part of the Toko no ma 
 

Alexis 
• Gave a report of the committee on big tours 
• They updated the policy about what information to collect for large tours 

 
Cindy 

• Discussed the importance of the gatekeeper in arousing interest in the tours 
• Carol suggested calling to let them know ahead of time that you will be leading a 

tour. 
Vanessa 

• Watched a heron catch and eat a koi on her tour of the lower garden 
• Do we need to protect the koi in the lower garden? 

 
 

Sandra did a presentation on the rickshaw 
• 100’s of years ago there was a shortage of land for grass which led to a shortage 

of horses. They were reserved for the army 
• People were carried on palanquins that differed based on the status of the 

person 
• The rickshaw was invented in Japan and spread throughout Asia. 

 
Fredric described Benacio’s composting 

• Eventually he wants 30 boxes to recycle all the cuttings 
• Water from the koi ponds would make the composting easier 

 
Scheduling continues to be a problem 

• Alexis and Patti will work with Frederic to improve that 
 
 


